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SPORTS

Bumrah set for WI tests; Karun, Easwaran left out

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Dubai

Pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah was on Thursday
named in India’s Test squad
for the home series against
the West Indies, while
Devdutt Padikkal replaced
Karun Nair, who could not
deliver fully on what was
“expected” of him in the
opportunities offered so far.

While announcing the 15-
member squad at the Indian
team hotel here, Chairman
of Selectors Ajit Agarkar
dropped elaborate hints
that Nair and Bengal opener
Abhimanyu Easwaran are
no longer in the scheme
of things.

Rishabh Pant’s absence
has resulted in Ravindra
Jadeja’s elevation as vice-
captain for the West Indies,
while stylish Karnataka left-
hander Padikkal, 25, is being
seen as a long-term invest-
ment along with the 23-
year-old Sai Sudharsan,
who has locked the
Number 3 slot.

On Bumrah, Agarkar was
clear that the pacer is well-
rested and good to go in the
series that gets underway
on October 2 in Ahmedabad.

“This is a team for both
the Test matches. So, he’s
available for both. We've
had a fair break after
England. He didn’t play the
fifth Test either. There’s been
a month or five weeks of
break,” he said in response.
“This tournament (the
ongoing Asia Cup here

where Bumrah is playing)
has been fairly spaced out
till this last week. He’s ready
and keen to play both Test
matches,” Agarkar
explained. However, while
speaking on Nair, he was
clear that the 30-year-old
burly Bengaluru man didn’t
make full use of opportuni-
ties, scoring one fifty in
eight innings during the
tour of England.

“We feel Padikkal offers a
little bit more at this point
and I wish we could give
everyone 15 or 20
Tests. Unfortunately, it
doesn't work that way,”
Agarkar said.

“Padikkal’s been in the
Test squad. Frankly, we
expected a bit more from
Karun in England. Devdutt
was in the Test squad in
Australia, played in
Dharamsala against
England, got a 50 there. He's
shown some decent form
within the race,” the former
pacer stated.

When asked why
Sudharsan got the nod
when he and Nair had a
similar run in England,
Agarkar said: “Eventually,
it's a little bit about continu-
ity. There were a few
changes at No.3 because of
the combination that we
played.”

“But going forward, Sai
has shown a lot of promise.
We know he's a very good
player. Hopefully, we can
give him a longish run from
now on, at a particular
number,” he explained.

Pace spearhead Jasprit Bumrah

Easwaran, a frequent trav-
eller with the squad for the
last three to four years but
never a member of the
playing team, now finds
himself out of the picture.

Agarkar urged people not
to read too much into it,
although with no foreign
tours for the next one year,
Easwaran's Test debut looks
unlikely with N Jagadeesan
being looked at as a poten-

tial third opener. “Normally,
when you travel abroad,
you carry 16 or 17, you take
a third opener. KL Rahul
and (Yashasvi) Jaiswal
haven’t done too badly. At
the moment, we don’t need
a third opener just sitting
out in the squad,” Agarkar
said. “If need be, we can
always fly him and play the
Test.” The selectors felt that
Axar Patel as an all-rounder

is a better fit. “You get an
extra spinner all-rounderin
Axar Patel who wasn’t part
of the squad to England and
we’ve only picked 15 here.
There’s nothing to his story.”

Agarkar also informed
that Jadeja, being the senior-
most player, was
announced vice-captain as
Pant will only be available
for the South Africa Tests.
“Rishabh is the vice-captain

India vs Sri Lanka: Final test for Jitesh Sharma as finisher
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Sanju Samson being an
apparent middle-order misfit
will certainly worry head
coach Gautam Gambhir and
the Indian team manage-
ment might be tempted to
check out Jitesh Sharma
during their inconsequential
final Super 4 encounter
against Sri Lanka in the Asia
Cup on Friday.

Once India won against
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, which
had lost both its Super
4 encounters against
Bangladesh and Pakistan,
was ousted from the compe-
tition and will be taking the
field to complete formalities.

The stage is now set for an
India-Pakistan showdown in
the final on Sunday.

Apart from Samson, who is
not fitting into the puzzle
called the Indian batting
order, the only other worry at
the moment could be missing
10 catches so far in the tour-
nament, including five
against Bangladesh en route
to final.

In a high-stakes game, the
margins are thin and even
mystery spinner Varun
Chakravarthy, who suffered
on account of dropped
catches on multiple occa-
sions, agreed that there is a
lot of room for improvement
in that aspect.

“As they say, you can’t give
excuses at this level. As a
team, we have to definitely
start catching all those
because we have qualified for
the finals and we should be
taking all those catches,” said
Chakravarthy, who got a

couple of wickets against
Bangladesh but also saw a
few chances go abegging off
his bowling.

He did give benefit of
doubt to the fielders
because the Dubai
Stadium’s floodlights are
not high towers and resem-

ble football stadium lights.

“But if you ask me, the
‘ring of fire’ (floodlight
design) definitely is a little
bit of disturbance as it
comes in the eyesight some-
times. We have to get accli-
matised to it,” the mystery
spinner said.

at the moment and a key
player. But unfortunately,
he hasn’t quite recovered to
make this particular Test
series. We’re hopeful that
he'll be available for South
Africa. And Jadeja has been
one of your top performers,”
he said. The series against
South Africa will feature
two Tests in Kolkata and
Guwahati from November
14 to 26. A three-match ODI
and five-match T20
International series will
follow the red-ball rubber.

The full tour by the
Proteas will conclude with
the final T201 on December
19. On the status of veteran
pacer Mohammed Shami,
Agarkar said he is unaware
of how fit he is and hinted
that he is notin the scheme
of things.

Powerplay bowling not
aiding spinners on these
tracks: Chakravarthy
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India mystery spinner Varun
Chakravarthy feels wickets in
the ongoing Asia Cup are not
offering much assistance to
tweakers in the early part of
the matches but it's been
comparatively easier for
them to get some purchase
off the track in the final 10
overs so far.

Chakravarthy, who has
taken four wickets in four
games at an impressive
economy rate of 5.85, has
been unlucky as many
catches have been dropped

off his bowling during the
course of the tournament.

When asked if he felt more
comfortable bowling towards
the back-end in this tourna-
ment, the Tamil Nadu
mystery spinner nodded in
agreement, citing a softer
ball and the spread out field
as contributing factors.
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Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar
Tender Notice Reference No.GNDU/Gen/35/2025
The Department of G.N.D.U. Amritsar invites online bids for the following:

Item: i) Scanning of OMR Front cover having Part C and Part D with Scan Number.
ii} Imaging of Part C & Part D of OMR front cover Sheet.
iif} Processing of Data in the form of marks list with relevant checks for results

Quantity: 12 Lac for Two semesters (6 Lacs Per Semester)

Closing date & time: 16-10-2025 at 5:00 p.m.

For details log on to www.eproc.Punjab.gov.in

Note: Any corrigendum(s) to the Tender Notice shall be published on the above

2426/12/2025-26/3578 Dated CHD :- 25/09/2025
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